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Project Name:
Gulf Marine Institute of Technology (GMIT)



Development of an Offshore
University of Texas Medical Branch (UTMB)



Mariculture Demonstration for

Texas A&M University – Galveston (TAMU-G)



Marine Finfish 









in the Gulf of Mexico

Contact Person:        GMIT - John D. Ericsson (409-765-8895)
UTMB - Dr. Phillip G. Lee (409-772-3660)


Project Description: GMIT, UTMB, and TAMU-G intend to conduct collaborative mariculture research and development from a platform complex owned by GMIT in the Gulf of Mexico located off the coast of Texas. This project will be carried out with efforts also being provided by the University of Houston. GMIT is a nonprofit research institute that was formed to study and implement technologies to grow native finfish as well as oysters using offshore oil platforms in the Gulf of Mexico. According to the U.S. Department of Commerce aquaculture initiative approved in 1999, sea farming could be developed into a $5 billion industry increasing new job employment from 180,000 to 600,000 by year 2025. The UTMB and GMIT research efforts focus on the DOC’s Aquaculture Plan by encouraging the potential “reuse of existing offshore structures (platforms) and subsurface cage systems” for sea farming purposes. Aquaculture is currently a $50 billion industry worldwide, however, not developed in the Gulf of Mexico due to technology issues being addressed, in part, by UTMB and GMIT planned research efforts.


Requested FY2002 Funding:


$2.8 Million of $4.1 total budget for 2002

Funding History:



GMIT – No Prior Federal Funding







UTMB –Numerous Federal Grants

Previous Requests:



Fy2001 request for 3 year total funding of $16.2 million.

Administration’s Budget Request:

None to date; however, efforts are going forward to obtain White House support

Requested Bill and Report Language:

Gulf Marine Institute of Technology/University of Texas/

Texas A&M University







Gulf Mariculture Research Project - $2.8 million

Appropriations Bill/Subcommittee:

Department of Commerce or Agriculture or







Rural Development

Authorization Required:


Not applicable

Matching Funds:



$1.3 Million operating costs and $6.1 Million capital equipment for the platform complex and vessels
Funding Agency:



Department of Commerce or Dept. of Agriculture

Supporting Organizations:



Gulf Marine Institute of Technology

University of Texas Medical Branch (UTMB) - Galveston







Texas A&M University 

University of Houston







Nireus Chios Aquaculture S.A. - Greece







BioMarine Technologies, Inc.

Opposing Organizations:


None expected
